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N o r t h  W e s t  
W a t e r  A u t h o r i t y
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
3 1 s t  D ecem ber, 1976.
To: Members o f  th e  S o u th  and W est C um berland 
F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee 
(M e ssrs . W. F. Hobson (C h a irm an ); F . B u n tin g ; 
A, C. M atthew s; J .  M. Mawson; S. G. P ayne;
G. B. Sedgw ick; R. J i  W. S la c k ;
G. Ni F . W in g a te ; E. Young; and th e  C hairm an 
o f  t h e  A u th o r i ty  (P. J .  L i d d e l l ) ; and  th e  
C hairm an o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  
C om m ittee ( J .  R. S. W a tso n )(e x  o f f i c i o ) ) .
COMMITTEE w i l l  b e  h e ld  a t  2 .3 0  p .m . on MONDAY, 10TH JANUARY, 1977, 
a t  th e  WESTERN SUB-DISTRICT OFFICE o f  th e  NORTHERN DIVISION, 
'STONELEIGH', PARK END ROAD, WORKINGTON, f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  
fo l lo w in g  b u s in e s s .
1 . A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b s e n c e .
2 .  M in u tes  o f  t h e  l a s t  m e e tin g  ( p r e v io u s ly  c i r c u l a t e d ) .
3 . W ate r R e so u rc e s  D evelopm ent i n  W est C um bria .
4 . B ra n th w a ite  W eir.
5 . R e p o rt by A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  on F i s h e r i e s  A c t i v i t i e s .
6 . F is h  S to c k in g  by  th e  A u th o r i ty .
7 . E e l  F i s h in g  i n  T id a l  and  E s t u a r i a l  W a te rs .
8 . I n f e c t i o u s  P a n c r e a t i c  N e c r o s is .
D ear S i r
A m e e tin g  o f  th e  SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND
Yours f a i t h f u l l y
G. W. SHAW
D ir e c to r  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n
A G E N D A
9 . Any O th e r  B u s in e s s .
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1QTH JANUARY, 1977 
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT IN WEST CUMBRIA
A t t h e i r  m e e tin g  on 6 th  D ecem ber, 1976, t h e  P o l ic y  and  R eso u rces  
C om m ittee r e c e iv e d  a  r e p o r t  on "W ater R e so u rce s  i n  W est C um bria". A 
copy o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  a t t a c h e d  a s  an  A ppendix .-^  The r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  i t  i s  e x p e c te d  t h a t  w a te r  su p p ly  d e f i c i t s  w i l l  a r i s e  w i th in  th e  
n e x t  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  and i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  have  
a l r e a d y  a r i s e n  i n  m e e tin g  p eak  dem ands. In  a d d i t i o n ,  B r i t i s h  N u c le a r  
F u e ls  L im ite d  (BNFL) a l r e a d y  r e q u i r e  more r e l i a b l e  s u p p l i e s  t o  m eet 
e x i s t i n g  d ry -w e a th e r  d e f i c i t s  and w i l l  need  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  s u p p l i e s  in  
th e  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 's  i f  t h e i r  p ro p o se d  n u c le a r  w a s te  p r o c e s s in g  p l a n t  a t  
W in d sca le  g o es  a h e ad . The R e p o rt c o n s id e r s  how b e s t  t o  d e v e lo p  th e  
w a te r  r e s o u r c e s  o f  W est C um bria t o  m eet t h e s e  a n t i c i p a t e d  in c r e a s e s  
in  th e  demand f o r  w a te r  by  ex am in in g  a number o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a te r  
r e s o u r c e  d e v e lo p m en t o p t io n s .  A f te r  c o n s id e r in g  a  w ide  ra n g e  o f  
o p t io n s  th e  r e p o r t  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  th e  c h o ic e  f o r  th e  n e x t  s ta g e  o f  
d ev e lo p m en t o f  w a te r  r e s o u r c e s  i n  W est C um bria l i e s  b e tw een  th e  
p r o v is io n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  s to r a g e  a t  E n n e rd a le  W ater and  a  new a b s t r a c t i o n  
from  th e  R iv e r  D erw ent s u p p o r te d  by  a u g m e n ta tio n  r e l e a s e s  from  
T h ir lm e re ,  o r  some c o m b in a tio n  o f  th e  two (p a ra g ra p h  5 .2 ) .
The P o l ic y  and  R e so u rce s  C om m ittee n o te d  th e  econom ic and o th e r  
a d v a n ta g e s  o f  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  f u r t h e r  s to r a g e  a t  E n n e rd a le , b u t  
r e s o lv e d  n o t  t o  make any  recom m endations u n t i l  th e y  r e c e iv e  a  f u r t h e r  
r e p o r t  a t  t h e i r  n e x t  m e e tin g . The P o l ic y  and R e so u rce s  C om m ittee 
w ere  a d v is e d  t h a t  in fo r m a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n s ,  r e g a r d in g  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
w a te r  r e s o u r c e  d e v e lo p m en ts  h av e  been  h e ld  w ith  t h i s  C om m ittee , b u t  
t h a t  i t  w ould  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h i s  Com m ittee t o  g iv e  a  fo rm a l 
c o n s id e r a t io n  t o  th e  p r o p o s a ls  c o n s id e re d  i n  th e  r e p o r t .  One o f  th e  
m a t te r s  f o r  th e  f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  w i l l ,  a c c o r d in g ly ,  be  t h e  v iew s o f  
t h i s  C om m ittee . The C o m m itte e 's  a t t e n t i o n  i s  draw n in  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  
th e  v a r io u s  s e c t i o n s  i n  C h a p te r  4 r e l a t e d  t o : -
( i )  A d d i t io n a l  u n s u p p o r te d  a b s t r a c t i o n s  from  th e  
R iv e r  Ehen (p a ra g ra p h s  4 .2  and 4 .3 ) ;
( i i )  R edep loym ent o f  E n n e rd a le  W ater (p a ra g ra p h s  
4 .4  t o  4 .7 )  ;
( i i i )  P r o v is io n  o f  A d d i t io n a l  S to ra g e  a t  E n n e rd a le  
W ater (p a ra g ra p h s  4 .8  t o  4 .1 0 )
and  t o  th e  recom m endation  in  p a ra g ra p h  4 .6  f o r  a  p r e s c r ib e d  r e s i d u a l  
f lo w  o f  45 M l/day  below  th e  a b s t r a c t i o n  a t  th e  t i d a l  l i m i t .
The C om m ittee a r e  a sk e d  t o  f o rm u la te  t h e i r  v iew s on t h e  two m ain  
o p t io n s ,  th e  p r o v i s io n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  s to r a g e  a t  E n n e rd a le  and a  new 
a b s t r a c t i o n  from  th e  R iv e r  D erw ent s u p p o r te d  by  r e l e a s e s  from  
T h ir lm e r e ,  f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  by  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  
C om m ittee a t  t h e i r  m e e tin g  on 7 th  F e b ru a ry , 1977.
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1QTH JANUARY, 1977
BRANTHWAITE WEIR
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1. A t th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  th e  C om m ittee r e q u e s te d  th e  O f f i c e r s  i n  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  th e  C hairm an o f  th e  C om m ittee to  p u rs u e  n e g o t i a ­
t i o n s  w ith  th e  owner o f  th e  m i l l  h o u s e , w e ir  and o th e r  a s s o c i a te d  
p r o p e r t i e s  w ith  a view  t o  r e a c h in g  a v o lu n ta r y  a g reem en t w i th  him  
on th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  f i s h  p a s s .
2 . A t th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee m e e tin g  on 1 5 th  N ovem ber, 3-976,
Mr. Hobson s u b m it te d  th e  fo l lo w in g  a d d i t i o n a l  recom m endation  
w h ich  was a p p ro v ed  (Recom m endation 1 8 ( a ) (2 ) :
"T h a t i n  th e  a b se n c e  o f  th e  ow ners a p p ro v a l 
th e  A u th o r i ty  ta k e  a l l  th e  n e c e s s a ry  s t e p s  
f o r  th e  f in a n c in g  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a 
s u i t a b l e  f i s h  p a s s  a t  B ra n th w a ite  W eir and 
t h a t  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  p r o p o s a ls  b e  s u b m it te d  
t o  th e  ow ners s o l i c i t o r  f o r  comment b e f o r e  
im p le m e n ta t io n ."
3 . S in c e  th e n  a  m e e tin g  h a s  ta k e n  p la c e  w ith  th e  o w n e rs ' r e p ­
r e s e n t a t i v e s  and t h e i r  S o l i c i t o r s  a t  w h ich  th e  A u th o r i ty  was 
r e p r e s e n te d  by Mr. Hobson and th e  A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r .  The 
p la n s  f o r  th e  f i s h  p a s s  w ere  e x p la in e d  and  d i s c u s s e d  in  d e t a i l .
No o b j e c t io n  was r a i s e d  t o  th e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  th e  p a s s  in  th e  
form  s u g g e s te d .  A copy o f  th e  p la n s  have  t h e r e f o r e  b een  s e n t  to  
th e  ow ner who h a s  b e e n  a sk ed  t o  c o n firm  i n  w r i t i n g  t h a t  th e  p ro ­
p o se d  i n s t a l l a t i o n  i s  a c c e p ta b le .
4 . S u b se q u e n t d i s c u s s io n s  be tw een  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  
and th e  M in is tr y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e , F i s h e r i e s  and  Food s u g g e s t  t h a t  
i t  m ig h t b e  d e s i r a b l e  t o  t r y  t o  o b t a in  from  th e  ow ner some form
o f  in d e m n ity  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  any im p a c t w hich  th e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  
th e  f i s h  p a s s  m ig h t hav e  upon any m i l l i n g  r i g h t s  w hich h e  i s  
assum ed t o  own. T h is  p o i n t  i s  b e in g  exam ined, by  O f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  
R iv e rs  D iv is io n .
5 . An o r a l  r e p o r t  on any f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  w i l l  be  g iv e n  a t  th e  
m e e tin g  o f  th e  C o m m ittee .
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
10TH JANUARY, 1977
REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1. G e n e ra l R e p o rt -  R iv e rs  and  F is h in g
( i )  A t th e  end o f  S ep tem ber r i v e r s  h ad  a t  l e a s t  re a c h e d
l e v e l s  f o r  good f i s h i n g .  S m all f r e s h  ru n s  were:' com ing in  
on a lm o s t e v e ry  t i d e  and th e  f i s h  w ere  s p re a d in g  u p s tre a m  
i n t o  a l l  p a r t s  o f  th e  r i v e r  s y s te m s . The D erw ent was p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  f i s h e d ,  in  s p i t e  o f  f o u l  w e a th e r ,  and th e  
r e p o r t e d  c a tc h  o f  314 salm on in  th e  l a s t  week o f  th e  m onth 
i s  good even  by th e  s ta n d a r d  o f  th e  r e c o r d  1974 s e a s o n .
O th e r  r i v e r s  in  th e  a r e a  w ere l e s s  w e l l  f i s h e d  and w ith  th e  
salm on  s p re a d  o u t  r a t h e r  th a n  c o n c e n t r a te d  i n  th e  m ost 
p o p u la r  p o o l s ,  c a tc h e s  w ere d i s a p p o in t in g .  The I r t  was th e  
b e s t  w i th  22 salm on and 20 s e a - t r o u t  r e p o r t e d  f o r  th e  l a s t  
week i n  S ep tem b er.
( i i )  T h ro u g h o u t O c to b e r  th e  w e a th e r  c o n tin u e d  c h a n g e a b le ;
r i v e r  l e v e l s  f l u c t u a t e d  r a p i d l y  b e tw een  i d e a l  f i s h i n g  and 
i d e a l  m ig r a t in g  c o n d i t io n s .  D erw ent salm on c a tc h e s  w ere 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  good and  566 salm on w ere  r e p o r t e d  ta k e n .  The 
G re ta  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f i s h e d  b e t t e r  th a n  s in c e  O c to b e r , 1973, 
a n d , f o r  th e  se co n d  s u c c e s s iv e  m onth , th e  C ocker y ie ld e d  
more salm on  th a n  i n  any m onth s in c e  d e t a i l e d  r e c o r d s  have  
b e e n  made by  th e  B a i l i f f s .  The E l le n  was n o t  w e l l  f i s h e d  
a l th o u g h  some good c a tc h e s  o f  s e a - t r o u t  w ere  r e p o r t e d .  In  
g e n e r a l  th e  r i v e r s  i n  S ou th -W est C um berland  w ere n o t  h e a v i ly  
f i s h e d .  C a tc h es  on th e  Ehen and Esk w ere  p e r s i s t e n t l y  d i s a p ­
p o i n t i n g .  The b e s t  r e p o r t s  w ere from  th e  C a ld e r  (14 salm on) 
and  th e  I r t  (16 sa lm on  and 20 s e a - t r o u t )  in  th e  f i r s t  week 
o f  O c to b e r . On th e  Annas th e  u s u a l  l a t e  ru n s  gave  t e n  salm on 
and tw e lv e  s e a - t r o u t  i n  th e  l a s t  week o f  t h e  m onth .
( i i i )  Brown t r o u t  spaw ned th ro u g h o u t  th e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  O c to b e r
a n d , i n  th e  D erw ent sy s te m , good num bers o f  f i s h  o v e r  2 lb s  
w ere  s e e n  on th e  spaw ning  b e d s . In  th e  c a tc h m e n t o f  Crummock 
W ater a s i g n i f i c a n t  s to c k  o f  t r o u t  o v e r  5 lb s  was s e e n . (A 
s c a l e  sam p le  from  th e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e s e ,  a  14 lb  cock  f i s h ,  
showed i t  t o  be  10+ y e a r s  o l d . )
( iv )  S e a - t r o u t  spaw ning  s t a r t e d  i n  th e  l a s t  week o f  O c to b e r
and  by  th e  m id d le  o f  November was a lm o s t o v e r .  The re d d  
c o u n t i s  n o t  y e t  c o m p le te , b u t  num bers seem t o  b e  f a i r l y  good. 
The salm on  spaw ning  s e a so n  was a l s o  e a r l y ,  b u t  was more 
u n u s u a l f o r  i t s  b r e v i t y ;  few re d d s  h a v e  b e e n  c u t  s in c e  th e  
t h i r d  week in  November and th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  l a t e  
ru n  now seem s re m o te . O v e r a l l  sa lm on s to c k s  h av e  a p p e a re d  low 
on a l l  r i v e r s  and  in  many a r e a s  v e ry  low .
2 . D is e a s e
U l c e r a t i v e  Derm al N e c ro s is  h a s  a g a in  a f f e c t e d  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t io n  
o f  spaw ning  f i s h ,  b u t  p re -s p a w n in g  m o r t a l i t i e s  h av e  b e e n  i n s i g n i f i ­
c a n t ly  few . On th e  D erw ent 60 salm on and 25 s e a  t r o u t  w ere rem oved.
3. F is h  M o r t a l i t i e s
R iv e r  E sk , t i d a l  r e a c h  -  10 salm on and 2 s e a - t r o u t  w ere  found  
d ead  on 2 3 rd  S ep tem b er. They w ere  n o t  f r e s h l y  k i l l e d  and  th e r e  
was no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  c a u se  o f  d e a th .
r
4 . H a tc h e r ie s  -- O b ta in in g  o f  Ova
C o n sen t was g iv e n  f o r  th e  l a y in g  down o f  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  ova in  th e  
h a tc h e r i e s  o f  b o th  th e  C ockerm outh A.A. and th e  Egrem ont, and 
D i s t r i c t  A.A. Some o f  th e  s e a - t r o u t  ova r e q u i r e d  may b e  s u p p l ie d  
from  th o s e  o b ta in e d  from  th e  b ro o d  s to c k  a t  H olm w rangle. Only a 
few s e a - t r o u t  w ere c a u g h t f o r  s t r i p p i n g  in  e ach  a r e a .  Salm on, 
s p a r s e ly  s c a t t e r e d  in  th e  spaw ning  s t r e a m s , h av e  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  c a tc h  i n  a d e q u a te  n um bers , b u t  a f t e r  c o n s id e r a b le  e f f o r t  by 
th e  B a i l i f f s  i t  seem s t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  s h o r t - f a l l  
o n ly  i n  th o s e  n o rm a lly  c o l l e c t e d  from  th e  K esw ick a r e a  on b e h a l f  
o f  th e  K esw ick A.A. The f i s h  t r a p  in  S t .  J o h n 's  Beck was i n s t a l l e d  
on 3 rd  November b u t  h a s  ta k e n  v e ry  few f i s h .  T h is  h a s  b een  s im p ly  due 
to  v e ry  few  f i s h  h a v in g  e n te r e d  th e  b e c k . D e ta i l e d  f i g u r e s  f o r  th e  
num ber o f  l o c a l  f i s h  s t r i p p e d  and o f  ova o b ta in e d  a r e  n o t  y e t  
a v a i l a b l e .
A lm ost 200 o f  th e  b ro o d  s to c k  s e a - t r o u t  r e a r e d  a t  Holm w rangle 
h av e  b een  s t r i p p e d ,  y i e l d i n g  a p p ro x im a te ly  h m i l l i o n  o v a . The 
o b ta in in g  o f  salm on ova  f o r  H olm w rangle h a s  b e e n  s e t  b a c k  n o t  o n ly  
by  th e  s h o r ta g e  o f  l o c a l  f i s h  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s t r i p p i n g ,  b u t  a ls o  by 
a  r e a l  s h o r ta g e  o f  ova  a t  com m erc ia l s o u rc e s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n tr y .
I t  seem s t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  i s  u n l ik e ly  t o  r e c e iv e  more th a n  one t h i r d  
o f  th e  num ber o r d e r e d .
5 . H olm w rangle H a tc h e ry  -  G e n e ra l
In  r e c e n t  m onths l o s s e s  o f  f i s h  and ova  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  as  p e r  
th e  f o l lo w in g :
( i )  B u r s t in g  o v a ; T h is  p ro b lem  o c c u r r e d  l a s t  y e a r  w i th  th e  
brow n t r o u t  o v a ; i t  was i n v e s t i g a t e d  a t  t h e  tim e  by  th e  
V e te r in a r y  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  C e n tre  a t  C a l th w a i te .  I t  i s  now 
o c c u r r in g  a g a in ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w ith  t h e  b r o o d - s to c k  s e a  
t r o u t  o v a , and i s  a g a in  b e in g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by  th e  V .I .
C e n t r e .  No c a u s a t iv e  o rg a n ism  h a s  y e t  b een  p o s i t i v e l y  
i d e n t i f i e d  and th e  c o n d i t io n  do es  n o t  re s p o n d  to  t r a d i t i o n a l  
t r e a tm e n t  m ethods. I t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  c a u s in g  l o s s e s  a t  a  
r a t e  o f  1 ,5 0 0  o r  0.2% p e r  d ay .
( i i )  B rood s to c k  spaw ning  l o s s e s ;  Of a b o u t 1 ,0 0 0  s e a  t r o u t
b ro o d  f i s h  r e a r e d  t o  m a tu r i t y  a t  H olm w rangle, a b o u t one K
t h i r d ,  c o m p ris in g  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  th e  cock  f i s h ,  hav e  d ie d  
fo l lo w in g  sp aw n in g . The s u r v iv o r s  a r e  now b e g in n in g  to  
f e e d  a g a in  and a r e  r e c o v e r in g  w e l l .
( i i i )  P r e d a t io n  by  h e r o n s ; H erons a r e  an e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  p rob lem  
w hich  w i l l  o n ly  b e  a v o id e d  by th e  f i t t i n g  o f  n e t s  o v e r  a l l  
t h e  t a n k s .  N e t t in g  h a s  b e e n  on o r d e r  f o r  f o u r  m on ths. As 
an exam ple o f  th e  p ro b le m , one sm a ll  ta n k  o f  brow n t r o u t  
f i n g e r l i n g s  h a d  r e c e n t l y  t o  be  u n c o v e re d  f o r  f o u r  days 
b e c a u s e  o f  th e  w e ig h t  o f  i c e  on th e  n e t t i n g ;  d u r in g  th o s e  
f o u r  day s 93 o f  th e  200 f i s h  p r e s e n t  w ere  rem oved by  h e ro n s .
(iv) Blockage of pipe lines by leaf matter; On 19th October 
and again on 8th December the water supply to certain / 
of the 6-ft square outdoor rearing tanks failed - 4,930 
brown trout fry were lost in all.
(v) Gas bubble condition: This condition has not occurred 
before at Holmwrangle. It is normally caused by mal­
functioning pumping equipment, and here related to use 
of the borehole, but the precise cause is not known.
After ten days of mounting losses, totalling 845 salmon 
fry, 151 salmon parr and 50 brown trout fry, it was 
'cured' by reducing the borehole contribution to the 
Water supply. Over a thousand fish were at that time 
affected but all recovered rapidly and completely. It 
may be expected to recur whenever the hatchery has to be 
run entirely on borehole water. . r\
In general, the ova laid down so far are 'eyeing-up' well and 
the small number of rainbow trout ova stripped from hatchery-reared 
fish have now finished hatching. Losses in the hatchery building 
are, as yet, acceptably low although increased dependence on the 
stream water supply is exacerbating the annual silt and leaf problems.
6. Land Drainage Works
(i) River Ellens The proposed improvement works between 
Bull Gill and Harbey Brown which is expected to take 
two weeks had to be postponed, due to high flows, from 
the beginning of November to near the end of the month.
However, a redd count on 17th November showed that about 
50 salmon redds and 100 sea-trout redds would be affected 
and the work has now been further postponed.
(ii) Dub Wath Beck; Improvement works were completed on 
15th November.
7. A66 Slag Pollution
Sulphide pollution in Tom Rudd Beck, the most obviously polluted 
of the streams draining the roadworks, rose with the increase in 
rainfall. No adult migratory fish have been seen in the beck this 
year. A further survey of the juvenile salmonid population will be 
carried out this winter.
8. Branthwaite Weir, River Marron
215 sea-trout were removed from the river by Bailiffs below the 
weir and replaced upstream of the weir.
9• Fishery Improvement Works
(i) River Derwent in Cockermouth; The boulders placed in the 
deepened river channel last year have created fish lies 
which provided excellent fishing at the end of the season.
(ii) River Ehen, below Braystones: The river channel, deepened
and restricted in the spring so as to facilitate the upstream 
movement of fish, has stabilised during recent high water and 
shows no sign of reverting to its former shallow and extensive 
cross-section. The concrete blocks placed here and in the 
stretch immediately upstream, where major land drainage work 
was carried out, seem to be working well and ensuring a deep 
channel and stable banks.
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10. Surveys
(i) River Annas: As a further element in the survey programme 
on this river, and to enable assessment of the relative 
merits of spring and autumn clearance of brown trout from 
nursery streams, Fellside Beck was electric fished on 
28th and 29th October. 67 brown trout were transferred 
downstream to the River Annas.
(ii) River Liza: Fisheries staff supervised the collection of
char by the Freshwater Biological Association on two evenings 
in mid-November. Char up to 2%-lbs in weight were taken in 
gill nets, inspected for parasites and returned to the water.
11. Prosecutions
RiverName and -- —  Court
Address Offence : Date" : —  --—  ------  Date . ,
John Thomas Smith, 1. Taking mi- Ehen 30. 9.:76 1. £50 p]
28 Moor Place, gratory 2. 7.76 . £X0 Ac
Frizington. trout by Feie
means of an 2. £5
illegal
instrument,
i.e. spear.
2. Taking mi­
gratory 
trout other­
wise than by 
means of a 
licensed 
instrument.
David Kelly, 1. Taking mi- Ehen 30.9.76    - 1. £50 pi
42 Todholes Road, gratory 2. 7.76  £10 Ad
Cleator Moor. trout by Fee
means of an  2. £5
illegal in-  
strument, i.e. 
spear.
2. Taking mi- 
gratory trout 
otherwise than 
by means of a 
licensed in­
strument. 
Fine
lus 
1 dvocate 
.
lus
vocate; 
.
- 5 -
Robert Merritt,
4 Lamb Lane, 
Egremont, 
Cumbria.
Name and
Address
Thomas Bell, 
11 Whitegate, 
Egremont, 
Cumbria.
James Anderson,
1 Ellenfoot Drive, 
Ellenborough, 
Maryport.
Michael Procter, 
40 The Willows, 
Orgill,
Egremont.
1. Taking sal- Ehen 
mon and mi- 4. 7.76 
gratory
trout by : 
means of an 
illegal in­
strument, 
i.e. snare
2. Obstructing 
a Bailiff.
3. Failing to 
state name 
and address
1. Taking sal- • Ehen 
mon and mi- 4. 7.76 
gratory
trout by 
means of an 
illegal in- 
s trument, 
i.e.. snare.
2. Obstructing 
a Bailiff
3. Failing to 
state name 
and address
1. Attempting Ellen 
to take sal- 25. 7.76 
mon other­
wise than by 
means of a 
licensed in- 
. strument, i.e. 
hands.
1. Taking mi- Ehen 
gratory 11. 7.76 
trout by
means of an 
illegal in­
strument ,i. e. 
stroke-haul.
2. Possession
of an illegal 
instrument,
i.e. stroke- 
haul.
River
Offence and
Date
30. 9.76 1.
2 .
3.
Court
Date :
30. 9.76 1.
2.
3.
1.10.76 1.
22.11.76 1.
2 .
3.
Fine
£100 plus
£10 Advocates
Fee and £11.72
Witness
expenses
£10
£10
£100 plus 
£10 Advocates 
Fee’and £11.72 
Witness 
expenses 
£10 
£10
£10 plus
£10 Advocates
Fee
£30 plus 
£5 Advocates 
Fee.
) Conditional 
) Discharge
Name and
A ddress
Jo se p h  P r o c t e r ,
18 G i l l f o o t  Road,
S r o i th f ie ld ,
E grem ont.
M a rtin  K e l ly ,
24 S m i th f ie ld  Road, 
E g rem on t.
K evin H enry M urray , 
20 Burnm oor A venue, 
M irehous e , 
W h ite h av e n .
R iv e r  _ ......—  C ourt;
O ffen c e  and ~ —;—-------------  —— D ate
D ate
T ak in g  mi­
g r a t o r y  t r o u t  
o th e r w is e  
th a n  by  means 
o f  a  l i c e n s e d  
in s t r u m e n t .
1 . T ak in g  m i- Ehen 2 2 .1 1 ,7 6  
g r a t o r y  11 . 7 .7 6
t r o u t  o t h e r ­
w is e  th a n  by 
means o f  a 
l i c e n s e d  
in s t r u m e n t ,  
i . e .  g a f f .
2 . P o s s e s s io n  
o f  an i l l e g a l  
in s t r u m e n t ,  
i . e .  g a f f .
3 . T a k in g  mi­
g r a t o r y  t r o u t  
o th e r w is e  
th a n  by  means 
o f  a  l i c e n s e d  
in s t r u m e n t .
1 . T a k in g  m i- Ehen 2 2 .1 1 .7 6
g r a t o r y  11. 7 .7 6
t r o u t  by  means 
o f  an i l l e g a l  
in s t r u m e n t ,
i . e .  s t r o k e -  
h a u l .
2 . T ak in g  m i­
g r a t o r y  t r o u t  
o th e r w is e  th a n  
by  means o f  a 
l i c e n s e d  i n s t r u ­
m en t.
3 . D is c h a rg in g  
s to n e s  to  
f a c i l i t a t e  th e  
t a k in g  o f  f i s h .
1 . T a k in g  m i- Ehen 2 2 .1 1 .7 6
g r a t o r y  17. 8 .7 6
t r o u t  by 
means o f  an 
i l l e g a l  
in s t r u m e n t ,  
i . e .  s t r o k e -  
h a u l .
F in e
r
1 . £30 p lu s
£5 A d v o ca tes  
Fee
2 . ) C o n d itio n s
3. ) D is c h a rg e
1. £30 p lu s
£5 A d v o ca tes  
Fee
2 . ) C o n d i t io n a l
3 . ) D is c h a rg e
1 . £30 p lu s  
£5 A d v o ca tes  
Fee
Carl Donnelly,
9 Southey Walk, 
Egremont, 
Cumbria.
Name and
Address
Joseph Graham, 
16 Duke Street, 
Workington,
James Cullen,
9. Brooklands Avenue, 
Maryport.
Anthony Grima,
34 Southey Street, 
. Workington.
Anthony Hopper, 
The Horseshoe & 
Sickle, 
Bridgefoot, 
Workington.
Clifford Amery,
55, Boundary Road, 
West Bridgeford, 
Nottingham.
Michael W. Amery, 
94-100 Church Road, 
West Bridgeford, 
Nottingham.
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River
Offence and
Date
Court
Date
Attempting Ehen 22.11.76
to take 23. 8.76
salmon other­
wise than by 
means of a 
licensed in­
strument, 
i.e. hands
. Taking sal- Derwent 27.10.76 
mon otherwise 5. 9.76 
than by means 
of a licensed 
instrument .
. Taking mi- Derwent 27.10.76 
gratory trout 7. 9.76 
otherwise 
than by means 
of a licensed 
ins tr \ament, 
i.e. hands.
. Possession of Derwent 27,10.76 
an illegal 7. 9.76 
instrument, 
i.e. stroke- 
haul.
. Possession of Derwent 27.10.76 
an illegal 12. 9.76 
instrument, 
i.e. stroke- 
haul.
I. Obstructing a 
Bailiff.
3. Failing to 
state name 
and address
Fishing for 
trout other­
wise than by 
means of a 
licensed in­
strument.
Devoke
Water
15.4.76
19.10.76
L. Fishing for 
trout other­
wise than by 
means of a 
licensed in­
strument.
Devoke
Water
15.4.76
19.10.76
Fine
1. £25 plus 
£5 Advocates 
Fee
1. £20 plus
£10 Advocates 
Fe6
1. £20 plus
£10 Advocates 
Fee
1. £10 plus
£10 Advocates 
Fee
1. £10 plus
£20 Advocates 
Fee
2 . £10
3. £5'
1. £10
1. £10
Name and
A ddress O ffe n c e
R iv e r
and
D ate
C o u rt
D ate
S te p h en  D avid  
S im pson, 
B ro o k h o u se , 
E g rem on t.
A tte m p tin g  
t o  ta k e  f i s h  
by  means o f  
an i l l e g a l  
i n s t r u m e n t ,
i . e .  s t r o k e -  
h a u l
Ehen 
28 . 8 .7 6
9 .1 2 .7 6
2 . P o s s e s s io n  o f  
i l l e g a l  i n s t r u ­
m en t, i . e .  
s t r o k e - h a u l .
Thomas C lo s e ,  1 . T ak in g  sa lm on  Ehen 9 .1 2 .7 6
4 , H ig h f ie ld  Road, by means o f  11. 7 .7 6
C l e a to r  Moor. an i l l e g a l
in s t r u m e n t ,
i . e .  s n a re
2 . T ak in g  salm on 
by means o f  
an  u n l ic e n s e d  
in s t r u m e n t .
Jo se p h  G e a r in g , 1 .
2 Sea View P la c e ,
C le a to r  Moor
2 . T ak in g  salm on 
by  means o f  
an  u n l ic e n s e d  
in s t r u m e n t .
T ak in g  salm on  Ehen 9 .1 2 .7 6
by  means o f  11 . 7 .7 6
an i l l e g a l
in s t r u m e n t ,
i . e .  s n a re
R obin  B e a t t i e ,
5 C e n t r a l  A venue, 
C a s t l e c r o f t , 
E g rem on t.
1 . T ak in g  mi­
g r a t o r y  t r o u t  
by  means o f  
a p r o h ib i t e d  
in s t r u m e n t ,
i . e .  d o u b le ­
a rm oured  n e t .
Ehen 
9 .  8 .7 6
9 .1 2 .7 6
2 . T ak in g  mi­
g r a to r y  t r o u t  
o th e r w is e  th a n  
by m eans o f  a  
l i c e n s e d  
in s  t r u m e n t .
N e lso n  S h e p h e rd , 
16 K ea t D r iv e ,  
E grem ont.
T ak in g  mi­
g r a t o r y  t r o u t  
by m eans o f  a  
p r o h ib i t e d  
in s t r u m e n t ,
i . e .  d o u b le ­
a rm oured  n e t .
Ehen 
9 . 8 .7 6
9 .1 2 .7 6
F in e
1 . £20 p lu s
: £10 A dvocate,0 
Fee
2 . £20
1 . £25 p lu s
£5 A dvoca tes  
Fee
2 . £15
1 . £25 p lu s
£5 A dvoca tes  
Fee
2 . £15
1 . £50 p lu s
£10 A dvoca tes  
Fee
2 . £25
1. £50 p lu s
£10 A d v o ca tes  
Fee
2 , £25
Name and 
A ddress
R iv e r___ ------t— C o u rtO ffen c e  and — — •------------- —— D ateD ate  -------
2 . T ak in g  mi­
g r a to r y  t r o u t  
o th e r w is e  th a n  
by means o f  a 
l i c e n s e d  
in s t r u m e n t .
F in e
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1QTH JANUARY, 1977
FISH STOCKING BY THE AUTHORITY
On 1 5 th  Novem ber, 1976, (M inute  No. 2 0 ) , th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee 
c o n s id e r e d  th e  recom m endations  made by th e  L o ca l A d v iso ry  C om m ittees 
on F is h  S to c k in g  by th e  A u th o r i ty .
The R e g io n a l C om m ittee ap p ro v e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  recom m endations  
f o r  s u b m iss io n  t o  t h e  W ater M anagement Com m ittee who i n  t u r n  ap p ro v ed  
th e s e  recom m endations a t  th e  m e e tin g  h e ld  on 2 9 th  Novem ber, 1976 
(M inute No. 3 7 ) .
(1) The A u th o r i ty  s h o u ld  b e  f r e e  t o  u n d e r ta k e  r e s to c k in g  i n  o r d e r  
t o  r e s t o r e  a  f i s h e r y  d e s t r o y e d  o r  damaged by p o l l u t i o n  by  a 
sew age t r e a tm e n t  w orks o r  o t h e r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o p e r a te d  by th e  
A u th o r i ty .
(2) The A u th o r i ty  s to c k ,  a s  n e c e s s a r y ,  w a te rs  in c lu d in g  r e s e r v o i r s  
w hich  i t  owns o r  l e a s e s ,  w here f i s h i n g  i s  made a v a i l a b l e  on 
p e rm i t  to  th e  p u b l i c .
(3) In  o r d e r  t o  m eet th e  com m itm ents a t  (1) and (2) a b o v e , t h e  
A u th o r i ty  s h o u ld  b e  a b le  t o  buy  from  com m erc ia l s o u r c e s ,  to  
u se  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  o r  t o  s e t  up new f a c i l i t i e s  a s  may 
b e  c o n s id e r e d  m ost e f f e c t i v e  and  c o n v e n ie n t  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e .
(4) In  th e  c a s e  o f  c o a r s e  f i s h ,  once  f a c i l i t i e s  have  b e e n  e s ta b ­
l i s h e d ,  th e  A u th o r i ty  s h o u ld  b e  f r e e  t o  s u p p ly  f i s h  t o  c lu b s  
f o r  r e s to c k in g  t h e i r  w a te r s .
(5) On w a te r s  o t h e r  th a n  th o s e  w h ich  th e y  own o r  c o n t r o l ,  t h e  
A u th o r i ty  a t  i t s  own d i s c r e t i o n ,  and  w ith  th e  p r i o r  c o n s e n t  
o f  th e  o w n e rs , c a r r y  o u t  any s to c k in g  w hich  may a p p e a r  n e c e s ­
s a r y  f o r  t h e  m a in te n a n c e , im provem ent and d e v e lo p m en t o f  
f i s h e r i e s ,  and  i n  d o in g  s o , s h o u ld  b e  f r e e  t o  o b t a i n  f i s h  f o r  
t h a t  p u rp o s e  from  w h a te v e r  s o u rc e  may a p p e a r  m ost s u i t a b l e .
(6) The q u e s t io n  o f  c h a rg in g  f o r  t h e  s u p p ly  o f  f i s h  s h o u ld  b e  
c o n s id e r e d  on i t s  m e r i t s  in  each  c a s e  and any c h a rg e s  s h o u ld  
b e  b r o a d ly  i n  l i n e  w ith  c u r r e n t  m a rk e t p r i c e s  f o r  t h e  f i s h  
in v o lv e d .
(7) The A u th o r i ty  c o n s u l t  w i th  t h e  A s s o c ia t io n ( s )  c o n c e rn e d  
p r i o r  to  c a r r y in g  o u t  any r e s t o c k in g .
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
10TH JANUARY, 1977
EEL FISHING IN TIDAL AND ESTUARIAL WATERS
1 . A t th e  m e e tin g  on 1 9 th  J u l y ,  1976 , th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee 
recom mended t o  t h e  P o l ic y  and R e so u rce s  C om m ittee t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n  
b e  made t o  th e  M in is te r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and  Food f o r  
ex em p tio n  from  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  sy s te m  o f  l i c e n s i n g  d u t i e s  in  r e s p e c t  
o f  f i s h i n g  f o r  e e l s ,  seaw ard  o f  th e  h ig h  w a te r  m ark (as  d e f in e d  on 
th e  O rdnance  S urvey  Map 1 :5 0 ,0 0 0  s e r i e s )  w i th in  t h e  A u t h o r i t y 's  a r e a .
2 . The recom m endation  was ap p ro v e d  by  th e  P o l ic y  and R e so u rce s  
C om m ittee on 2 0 th  S e p tem b e r, 1976 , and s u b s e q u e n t ly  c o n firm e d  by 
th e  A u th o r i ty  on 1 1 th  O c to b e r , 1976.
3 . A fo rm a l r e q u e s t  t o  th e  M in is te r  was made t h e r e a f t e r  and e x c u s a l  
h a s  now b een  g r a n te d  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  te rm s
" I  am p le a s e d  t o  l e t  you  know t h a t  t h e  N o rth  W est 
W ater A u th o r i ty  i s  h e re b y  e x c u se d  from  r e g u l a t i n g ,  
b y  means o f  a  l i c e n s in g  sy s te m , f i s h i n g  f o r  e e l s  
by  means o f  ro d  and l i n e  i n  t i d a l  and e s t u a r i a l  
w a te r s  seaw ard  o f  t h e  h ig h  w a te r  m ark (a s  d e fin e d , 
on th e  O rdnance S urvey  Map 1 :5 0 ,0 0 0  s e r i e s )  w i th in  
t h e i r  a r e a .  T h is  e x c u s a l  i s  g iv e n ,  u n d e r  t h e  p r o ­
v i s i o n s  o f  S e c t io n  25(1) o f  t h e  Salmon and  
F re s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  A c t ,  1975 , f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  
t h r e e  y e a r s  commencing f o r t h w i th ."
4 . A fo rm a l n o t i c e  was p u b l is h e d  i n  th e  P r e s s  and g e n e r a l  p u b l i c i t y  
g iv e n  t o  th e  e x c u s a l .  The d e c is io n  h a s  a l r e a d y  been  n o t i f i e d  t o  th e  
P o l ic y  and R e so u rce s  C om m ittee .
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
10TH JANUARY, 1977
INFECTIOUS PANCREATIC NECROSIS
Op 1 5 th  Novem ber, 1976 , (M inu te  No. 25) th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee 
c o n s id e re d  a  p a p e r ,  w hich  h ad  been  p re p a re d  by th e  F is h  D is e a s e  
L a b o ra to ry  o f  t h e  M in is try  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and  Food, on 
th e  s u b je c t  o f  a  'P ro p o s e d  new IPN P o l ic y  f o r  C o n s id e r a t io n  by 
R e g io n a l W ater A u t h o r i t i e s ' .  A copy o f  th e  p a p e r  i s  a t t a c h e d  as  
an A ppendix .
U n t i l  q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  t h i s  d i s e a s e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r e c o g n is e d  a s  
e x i s t i n g  in  G re a t  B r i t a i n ,  th e  M in is try  h a v in g  a lw ay s im posed 
s t r i n g e n t  c o n t r o l s  on im p o r ts  o f  sa lm o n id  f i s h  and o v a  w ith  a v iew  
t o  p r e v e n t in g  i t s  t r a n s f e r  from  t h e  C o n t in e n t .  In  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  
th e  l a s t  few  y e a r s ,  how ever, th e  F is h  D is e a s e  L a b o ra to ry  h as  c a r r i e d  
o u t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  work on th e  d i s e a s e  w hich  h a s  r e v e a le d  t h a t  i t  
can  b e  c a r r i e d  b y , and a l s o  a p p a r e n t ly  a f f e c t ,  c e r t a i n  s p e c ie s  o f  
c o a r s e  f i s h ,  w hich  in  t u r n ,  can  t r a n s m i t  th e  d i s e a s e  t o  sa lm o n id  
f i s h .
As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  w ork and  fo l lo w in g  upon th e  s p re a d  o f  t h e  
d i s e a s e  i n  f i s h  farm s in  S c o t la n d  due t o  th e  im p o r ta t io n  o f  i n f e c t e d  
e g g s , b a s i c  r e t h i n k in g  o f  th e  M i n i s t r y 's  p o l i c y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
d i s e a s e  h a s  ta k e n  p l a c e .
A g a in s t  th e  b ack g ro u n d  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  IPN d i s e a s e  s i t u a t i o n  in  
t h i s  c p u n tr y ,  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee c o n s id e re d  t h e  p o l i c y  and 
recom m endations as  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  p a p e r  w ere  s e n s i b l e  and r e a l i s t i c  
and gave  them  t h e i r  f u l l  e n d o rse m e n t. The C om m ittee a g re e d  t h a t  
th e  M in is t r y  s h o u ld  b e  in fo rm e d  a c c o r d in g ly ,  and t h i s  h a s  now b een  
done ,
APPENDIX
FISH DISEASE LABORATORY, WEYMOUTH 
PROPOSED NEW IPN P’OLICY FOR CONSIDERATION BY RWA'S
1. IPN is probably much more widely disseminated than has been
thought. Although infected eggs were imported from Denmark into 
Scotland it is possible that the disease was in any cas.e endemic, 
and its presumed absence was probably because it had not been 
adequately looked for.
 2. . Although IPN is widely disseminated some waters are prpbably
clear.of it.
3. IPN is a disease of young fish up to the age of approximately 
six months. Older fish may carry the virus and disseminate it, 
but they do not usually show signs of the disease. Fish.which
have been infected after the age of six-months suffer no ill effects 
and are not normally affected by IPN although stress and overcrowding 
can in a few cases result in an outbreak of the clinical disease 
amongst adults.
4. IPN virus, being widely disseminated, may be isolated from a 
number of sources, but its isolation may indicate only that the 
virus is present. The clinical disease itself may be absent and 
will normally be absent in stocks over six-months old.
5. Control measures should therefore be confined only:to fish 
under six-months old, but under these circumstances it will be 
essential that hatcheries, fry ponds and brood stocks are protected 
from infection.
6. The presence of IPN virus without any sign of disease will be 
recorded but no further measures will be taken by FDL.
7. If there are clinical signs of IPN disease on any part of a 
farm, hatchery, rearing pond, brood stock or elsewhere a 16-day 
Holding Order will be placed upon the whole farm and no movement 
of live fish will be permitted. The Holding Order will be 
repeated every 16 days until the farm is clear of visible signs 
of the disease.
8. If the farmer agrees to slaughter the stock showing signs 
of IPN and disinfect the affected holding facilities, the 16-day 
Holding Order will be lifted as soon as disinfection is complete 
and has been inspected by the Ministry. The Ministry will under­
take to recommend sources of tested eggs or fish for re-stocking.
9. As soon as the 16-day Holding Order is lifted sales of fish 
may recommence.
10. If the farmer does not agree to slaughter the infected stock
a succession of 16-day Holding Orders will be placed upon the farm 
as a whole, or an Infected Area Order may be placed and, as long 
as clinical signs of the disease persist, no movement of any live fish or 
fish products may be made without Ministry approval. Under these 
circumstances the farmer may notify the Ministry when he thinks 
all signs of disease have disappeared and the Ministry will then 
carry out an inspection of the farm. If on inspection it is found 
to be free of all clinical signs of disease, the Holding Orders or 
the Infected Area Order will be lifted and business may be resumed.
Recommendations
1. Those farmers who have clear stocks should go to great lengths 
to ensure that they re-stpck only from IPN free sources.
2. Clinical disease will usually occur only in hatcheries and 
fry rearing ponds so that fish whose health status is not known 
Should not be placed in the water supply to them. Certificated 
brood stock, on the other hand, should be kept above the hatchery, 
and not below it.
3. Hatcheries situated on rivers or other sources of water liable 
to contamination by disease or other causes are always at risk.
they should be on spring or borehole or other pure water sources 
and not more than 500 metres from that source. The intervening 
500 metres should be directly under the control of the fish farmer 
concerned.
Information
1. Such research as has been carried out gives no evidence of 
infection in wild fish stocks below infected farms.
2. Transference of fish to less densely populated conditions 
is known to produce an immediate decrease in incidence of |PN 
and its rapid clearance. In other words, crowding causes stress 
and stress is probably involved in the clinical disease.
3. Natural stocks of fry or fingerlings are usually in optimal 
environmental conditions, and not overcrowded. That is another 
indication that they are less likely than farmed stocks to be 
infected with IPN.
